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PASH.tm was established in 2014 after four queer trans guys got to
talking at the AIDS2014 conference in Melbourne about the
invisibility of guys like us (trans men into other men - trans MSM) in
the Australian HIV response.

We immediately set about developing a plan and this involved:
1 - finding more trans guys to join us
2 - getting our name out there
3 - creating education campaigns
4 - writing policy position statements
5 - contributing to the evidence base

In the last five years weʼve managed to achieve all of this. It s̓ been
incredible, rewarding and super challenging. We have all worked
hard as volunteers with full time jobs and/or full time study
obligations.

As we look to the horizon of 2019, some of us are now working in
the very few trans-focused positions in Australia, others are working
in important health roles and others are continuing their studies,
expanding their art practice or getting back into it after surgery and
lif d l ll i i d k i
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life adventures. We are also all continuing to undertake capacity
development and advocacy, often in an unpaid capacity, with a
broader focus than the sexual health and HIV needs of trans MSM.
With that in mind, it s̓ time now for the Peer Advocacy Network for
the Sexual Health of Trans Masculinities, PASH.tm, to close.

From a group of motley dudes desperately trying to be seen as the
gay men we are, to being a national voice across the HIV sector. We
produced, and are so proud of, GRUNT, Australia s̓ first sexual
health campaign and resources for trans men who have sex with
other men. We also produced a PrEP campaign, gathered a fierce
and predominantly trans-led investigative team for Australia s̓ first
national trans and gender diverse sexual health survey with the
findings presented during the opening plenary of the biggest
HIV/AIDS and sexual health conference in the country. We have
presented at so many conferences and meetings over the last five
years. We wrote position statements and made submissions about
data collection and PrEP, we advocated successfully for the
inclusion of TGD people in the national HIV strategy, and we
contributed to global discussions about trans men who have sex
with other men claiming our place.

There is still so much work to be done, and we will continue the fight
for the health and rights of all trans people, including gender diverse
and non-binary people, alongside our sisters, siblings and brothers.

Although our work on PASH.tm specifically is coming to an end, this
page will stay open as an ongoing educative and networking
resource for our communities.

Thank you so much for all of your support.

Thank you to our HIV positive family, to all the trans men and trans
mascs from Australia and abroad who worked with us, participated
and contributed to the work, to our trans sisters and trans femmes
who guided us and told us to keep going, to Australian Federation of
AIDS Organisations (AFAO) for supporting us, and auspicing
GRUNT, to all the AIDS organisations and councils, and LGBTQ
organisations (NAPWHA, ACON, Thorne Harbour Health, AIDS
Action Council, Queensland AIDS Council, WA AIDS Council,
Northern Territory AIDS & Hepatitis Council, SHINE SA, SAMESH
National LGBTI Health Alliance and many others) for listening to us
and shifting your practice (keep going!), to the HIV and sexual
health researchers who stayed curious and interested, who listened
and fought hard to adopt our data collection recommendations and
who advocated successfully for the research project, to our intersex
allies (Intersex Human Rights Australia) who also guided us and built
our understanding (we will always fight for you, as you will for us)
and finally to all the HIV-vulnerable and affected populations of
Australia who have met, seen and supported us. To our Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander family, our sex workers, drug users and to
all the gay, bi and queer cis men who have understood why it is so
important that gay, bi and queer trans men are meaningfully,
adequately and accurately included.

Lou Sullivan (1951-91), pioneering gay and trans liberation activist
who was the first recorded trans man to die of AIDS related illnesses
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who was the first recorded trans man to die of AIDS related illnesses
once wrote, “they said I couldn't live as a gay man, but it looks like

I'm going to die like one”. We hope weʼve made a difference so that
guys like us can live proudly and safely as gay men.

Love always,

Ted Cook - co-chair
Jeremy Wiggins - Jez Pez - co-chair
Aram Hosie - Hosie Bear
Laurie Hopkins
Max Mackenzie - MJ Beck
Ethan Kristy
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Thank you all for the amazing much needed pioneering
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changed lives.
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You all rock! The grunt campaign means so much to so
many of us.  Thank you for all your hard work
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promote change back when I worked in WA. The
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James Mepham
What a remarkable and historic contribution you all
have made. Thankyou. It s̓ not enough, but I mean it
sincerely. Big time.
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Vic Perri
Amazing stuff people. Honored and privileged to be
given the opportunity to play a small part in it too.
Thanks!
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Kent Burgess
 team on all you have done with

PASH.tm and will continue to do in all your other work
Congratulations
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Sophie Stepford
Once again such beautiful words and beautiful work!
Well done guys! Thanks for cheering me up too and
giving hope in these dark times!
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Paddy Kay
Thanks for all of the amazing work you lot have done.
Game changing!!!
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Ash Harper-Pike
Absolutely amazing achievements, thank you so much
to you all for the hard work then and for your future
endeavors. 
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PASH.tm
10 October 2019 · 

PASH.tm was established in 2014 after four queer trans guys got to
talking at the AIDS2014 conference in Melbourne about the
invisibility of guys like us (trans men into other men - trans MSM) in
the Australian HIV response.

We immediately set about developing a plan and this involved:
1 - finding more trans guys to join us
2 - getting our name out there
3 - creating education campaigns
4 - writing policy position statements
5 - contributing to the evidence base

In the last five years weʼve managed to achieve all of this. It s̓ been
incredible, rewarding and super challenging. We have all worked
hard as volunteers with full time jobs and/or full time study
obligations.

As we look to the horizon of 2019, some of us are now working in
the very few trans-focused positions in Australia, others are working
in important health roles and others are continuing their studies,
expanding their art practice or getting back into it after surgery and
life adventures. We are also all continuing to undertake capacity
development and advocacy, often in an unpaid capacity, with a
b d f th th l h lth d HIV d f t MSM
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